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President’s Letter

January 2016

Dear Friends and Supporters,

We hope things are going well for you and yours as we turn the page on another eventful 
year for Rainbow Dreams Educational Foundation.  We are overjoyed with the growth 
of Rainbow Dreams Academy and the strides that have been made by the students we serve.  We are proud to 
report that we continue to reach standards established by Smarter Balance Assessment Consortium (SBAC).  As we 
continue to enjoy our growth, our students and their education remain our highest priority as we strive to provide 
unsurpassed excellence in academics.  

Our Las Vegas Juneteenth Festival will celebrate its’ 16th year in 2016.  The cultural celebration continues to grow 
each year with families enjoying the ambiance, entertainment by nationally recognized musicians, informational 
booths and soul food offerings provided by local vendors.  Our list of community partners continues to grow and 
we are reaching a wider and more diverse audience of attendees.  

With the 2015-16 academic year,  Rainbow Dreams Academy has expanded to middle school status marking the 
beginning of a new generation of 6th grade students who will continue their academic experience at Rainbow 
Dreams Academy in a STEM focused environment.  The expansion to middle school status will require the expansion 
of our campus to accommodate the equipment and technology necessary to prepare our students for the future.  
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math will drive our future economy and we are preparing our students to 
accept the challenges that lie ahead.  Without the support of our friends and supporters we would not be able to 
provide the high quality education that our community expects and our students deserve.

Our Art 4 Education Program   continues to exceed expectations!  A record number of friends gathered to support 
the 2015 program and were greeted at the doors by students of Rainbow Dreams Academy who are members of 
the National Junior Honors Society.  They entertained guests with vocals and violin presentations.   The event 
was held in the gorgeous lobby of The Smith Center for the Performing Arts providing the perfect venue for the 
entertainment.  The program featured 4 nationally and internationally renowned artists in addition to local artists 
who were on hand to present and discuss their works.   

Our phenomenal growth has created the need for us to continue our ability to build capacity based on the strong 
educational foundation we have in place.  As always, we continue to seek to expand our base of committed 
supporters.   From all indications, more great things are in store for 2016!  On behalf of our dedicated Board of 
Directors and the faculty and staff of Rainbow Dreams Academy, we are deeply grateful for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Debra Toney, President
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Vision
Rainbow Dreams Educational Foundation is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization established to serve the needs 
of historically underserved communities in southern Nevada. The organization’s goals and objectives are 
accomplished by stressing the importance of developing a strong educational foundation in early childhood. 
Additional emphasis is placed on youth and adult education, cultural awareness and appreciation and support 
for our existing programs and services. 

Background
Rainbow Dreams Educational Foundation was established as a charitable organization to improve lives and create opportunities for young people 
in southern Nevada. It began as a means to address the needs of underserved youth by providing scholarships to high school graduates to assist 
with college expenses. Deserving high school graduates are selected annually by a committee of educators and business and community leaders 
to receive Rainbow Dreams Scholarships. Scholarship recipients have graduated from Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU’s) as well 
as University of Nevada Las Vegas (UNLV), University of Nevada Reno (UNR), and Stanford University. Our graduates have become leaders in the 
fields of education, medicine, engineering, politics, law and business.

The Foundation is committed to securing long term financial support for the continued success of Rainbow Dreams Academy as the model for 
exemplary education in our community for future generations. Working in concert with the community to develop awareness and appreciation 
for our cultural differences and offering meaningful programs and services remains a high priority.

Mission
To strengthen and support historically underserved communities in southern Nevada through educational and 
cultural programs and services.

Core Values
Centrality of Students
Children are the first priority of the Rainbow Dreams Educational Foundation. Rainbow Dreams Academy is a 
student centered school committed to the education, development, well-being and success of students in 
grades K-6 from all socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds.

Excellence and Innovation
We believe that expectations without limitations promote achievement. We strive to offer our children outstanding academic programs 
designed to foster inquiry, exploration and discovery; to transcend traditional boundaries; to encourage creativity; to provide effective tools 
and technologies and to promote critical thinking and social responsibility.

Integrity/Human Dignity
We value the ethical behavior of the faculty, staff, students and volunteers associated with the Academy and expect all conduct to be rooted 
in integrity and mutual respect. We celebrate the diversity that enriches our community and the world!

Public Engagement
The basic foundation for our children’s success is formed by partnerships involving family, school and community. 
The Foundation pledges to work cooperatively to enrich the cultural environment; establish productive 
partnerships; provide responsible leadership; address community needs and bring about the greater good of the 
collective whole of our community, our state and our nation.

An Overview



The Rainbow Dreams Educational Foundation fulfills its mission through the following programs:
Programs

FREE LUNCH PROGRAM at Rainbow Dreams Academy

Nearly 85% of the children enrolled in Rainbow Dreams Academy 

have been designated “at risk” by state statutes. Nearly 65% of our 

student population is eligible for the program which provides access 

to food through a healthful and nutritionally balanced diet. Nutritional 

education is offered to encourage healthy food choices and active 

lifestyles. 

Rainbow Dreams Scholarship

Provides annual scholarships to graduating high 

school seniors who have the desire and ability but 

lack the financial resources needed to pursue their 

goals of higher education. Students are selected 

by a volunteer screening committee of community 

leaders, local entrepreneurs and educators. The 

2015 Scholarship recipients were Emyre Cole and 

Kenya Weekly.

Rainbow Dreams Academy
Rainbow Dreams Academy Charter School opened its doors to 52 students in grades K-2 in August of 2007. By the end of the first year 
of operation, the enrollment tripled and the third grade was added. The primary focus of the Academy is to work with the “at risk” and 
underserved population as defined by state statutes. By providing a firm educational foundation that celebrates diversity and cultural 
appreciation, the Academy has developed a set of core values and principles that emphasize the importance of academics while offering 
support in self definition to each student. This foundation is supported by a team of dedicated professionals who are committed to the 
educational success of each child.

Our state-of-the-art facility provides small teacher/student ratios, a highly qualified faculty, parental and outreach support programs and 
a challenging academic curriculum with a strong focus on literacy. The academy features full day kindergarten in an intimate campus 
environment where doors are open to explore endless possibilities in a structured new world designed to develop a lifelong love for learning. 
Currently 301 children in grades K-6 receive educational and supportive services. 

Enrollment in Rainbow Dreams Academy is free and open to all children residing in the Clark County School District.

Dream Care

RDA offers Dream Care, a before and after 

school program, Dream Care, reinforces the 

regular curriculum and helps to maintain 

the students’ interest in education. This 

wrap-around program provides a safe and 

productive place for many Rainbow Dreams 

Academy students to spend time during 

the critical hours before and after school.

Our Dream Care program provides both 

continued education and developmental 

programs – with particular emphasis on 

mathematics and reading skills – from 

6:30 a.m. until start of school and from end 

of school until 6:00 p.m. 

D
R
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Anna Bailey Movement Program 

Anna Bailey was reared by a single mother and grew up learning life’s lessons 

in the “big apple” from a diverse group of people who rented lodging in her 

mother’s Brooklyn, New York brownstone. After successfully auditioning 

for “Happy Feet,” she performed with such popular personalities as the 

late Cab Calloway, Bill Robinson, Pearl Bailey and Louis Jordan. She became 

a professional lead dancer performing with many dance troupes at the 

famous Apollo Theater in Harlem and the Paramount Theater on Broadway. 

Growing up in the world of entertainment and while performing with 

industry giants, Anna met the love of her life, William H. “Bob” Bailey, 

who was singing with the Count Basie Orchestra. Following their marriage, 

the two were encouraged to relocate to the “Entertainment Capital of the 

World” - Las Vegas, Nevada. She and her late husband performed in the 

opening production of the historical Moulin Rouge Hotel.



Fundraisers

Each fall, this event features original artwork, prints, sculptures and jewelry by renowned artists from across 
the country. The creators are present to discuss their works; many of which are available for purchase. A portion 
of the proceeds from the event are donated to the Foundation by the host gallery to 
benefit the Rainbow Dreams Scholarship Program. Our 2015 resident Artist is nationally 
acclaimed artist, Mr. Charles Bibbs and his featured artists: Synthia SAINT JAMES; 
Frank Frazier; Kenneth Gatewood. Guest Artists: Ed Klein, Bob O’Neill, Judi Moreo, 
Jan Schaeffer, Paris Smith, Valarie Woods, Herschel Yelder and Frederick Moore.

For the past 15 years, this event has been held on the weekend on or before June 19th to commemorate 
the end of slavery and celebrate freedom, educational, economic empowerment and achievement of African 
Americans. The festival features cultural and educational activities, guest speakers, 
live entertainment by nationally recognized R & B artists, local vendors, traditional 
soul food and children’s activities. The family oriented event is held annually 
with proceeds benefitting programs sponsored by the Foundation.

An innovative, eco-friendly, conscious alternative to 
the traditional holiday greeting card. The Kwanzaa 
Greeting Project highlights and recognizes our donors 
expressing Kwanzaa greetings in a designed space 

placed with the Las Vegas Review Journal, RDEF 
website and Evibe. Names of all corporate, business 
and political leaders, friends and family are listed in 
the space denoted by levels of sponsorship.

Kwanzaa Greeting Card Project

15th Annual Las Vegas

15th Annual Art 4 Education



Legacies

Windsong Trust

Special Thank You!

A special thank you to Windsong Trust for underwriting 

support to our before and after school program “Dream 

Care.” This program offsets the unsupervised hours 

children spend at home while parents are working or 

enrolled in training. Dream Care offers a constructive, 

meaningful and healthy alternative. The program provides 

a safe, secure and nurturing environment while offering 

opportunities for students to allow their imaginations to 

soar! These activities benefit our community by creating 

the foundation for a productive and literate workforce.

Mary & Dr. Tyree Carr’s Tuskegee Airmen Library

America’s first black military airmen represent an intriguing part 

of our nation’s history and hold a prominent place in Rainbow 

Dreams Academy. In partnership with local philanthropists, 

Mary and Dr. Tyree Carr, whose generous financial support 

memorialized our library, our students are reminded daily of 

African-Americans who were part of an elite group of pilots and 

support personnel dubbed “The Tuskegee Airmen.”

“Jacqulyn Shropshire” Art 4 Education

As a loyal patron of the arts, Jacqulyn Shropshire has 

generously supported our Art for Education program. 

Because of her generosity we have been able to secure 

the participation of nationally acclaimed African 

American artists who have supported our mission 

and values. Ms. Shropshire’s philanthropic spirit and 

commitment to the arts and other worthwhile causes 

is evident throughout the Las Vegas community.



2015 Friends and Supporters
UMOJA – “Unity”
$50,000 and above
Clark County Capital Projects 
Windsong Trust 

KUJICHAGULIA – 
“Self-Determination”

$10,000–$49,999
Dr. M. Christopher Brown 
Dr. & Mrs. Tyree Carr
Wells Fargo Foundation

UJIMA – “Working Together”
$5,000–$9,999
City of Las Vegas 
Weiss & Christensen 
WesternAlliance 

Community Foundation

UJAMAA – “Helping each other”
$1,000–$4,999
Judge & Mrs. Paul Brady 
John & Dr. Edith Coleman 
Cox Communications 
Kroger 
New 2U Resale Store 
The Links Incorporated - 

Las Vegas Chapter 
United Way of Southern Nevada - 

Cox Charities
MGM Resorts International 
United Way of Southern Nevada 
State of Nevada - Office of 

the Controller 
M. R. Whitsettt, Inc.
Marie Ray & LaJoie  Coleman 
JD Consulting Group 
Mami Kisner 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Malone 
Victory Missionary Baptist Church

Rainbow Dreams Educational Foundation is an accredited member of the 

UNITED WAY OF SOUTHERN NEVADA.
You can make your donation to RDEF by using our identification number  #112572.

NIA – “Purpose”
$500–$999
Charles Bibbs 
CSR Education Consulting Firm, LLC
Dotty’s 
Southern Nevada Coalition of 

Concerned Women 
Southwest Gas Corporation 

KUUMBA – “Creativity”
Up to $499
Admin Development CC School District 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority - 

Theta Theta Omega Chapter 
Pamela Atkins-Groward 
Lois E. Bolden
Gladys Boulware 
Dr. Christine C. Clark 
Micheal D. Davis 
Dunamis Process, LLC
Frank Frazier 
Kenneth Gatewood
Janice Henry
Dionne Johnson 
Barbara Keith 
Mr. Ed Klein
Elsie L. Lewis 
ID Media
KME Architects, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Merald Knight 
Pat Knox 
Dr. & Mrs. Dexter Morris 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Morgan 
Julie Parrish 
Progressive Leadership Alliance 

of Nevada 
Mr. & Mrs. William Smith
Truist
Micheal & Deborah Walker 
Wells Fargo Matching Gifts Program 
Chief & Mrs. David Washington 
Brenda J. Williams 
Juanita D. Williams 
West Side School Alumni Foundation 
Wyatt, Jr.
Mrs. Margaret Young 

IMANI – “FAITH”
In-Kind Donation
20 Pearls Foundation, Inc.
Joseph Abraham
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

Kappa XI Chapter
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, TTO
Ethel Archibald
Cindy Braden
Leilani Bradford - LLB
Hannah Brown
Jimmy Carls
Dr. Christine Clark 
GEM Printing Las Vegas
Jay Haywood
Jackie Henry 
Janice Henry
Shalonda Hughes
Jackie Ingram
Dorrie Jenkins
Darrel Jordan, Jr.
Dr. Arlene Joyner-Tucker, DDS
Mr. Leon Lett, Ambassador
Stacy Parker
Dr. Anthony L. Pollard
Diane Pollard
Eryn Pollard
Lauryn Pollard
David Pulliam
Syndi Sayles
Exie Seastrunk
The Links, Incorporated, 

Las Vegas Chapter
DaWanda Thomas
Sam Thomas
Carol A. Threats
DC Toney
Dr. Debra A. Toney
Kathy Waggoner
Marcia Rose Walker
LaShelle Whitmore
Russell Whitmore



Plant Day
April 27, 2016

Rainbow Dreams Academy

Rainbow Reading Week
May 11-16, 2016 

Carol A. Threats Reading Week

“Anna Bailey” Movement Program
May 21, 2016

16th Annual Las Vegas Juneteenth Festival
Sunday, June 19, 2016

Co-Sponsored by The City of Las Vegas 
Office of Cultural Affairs

15th Annual “Jacqueline Shropshire’s” 
Art4Education Show

November 2016 

Annual Grandparent’s Day
November 19, 2016

Kwanzaa Greeting Card 
December 26, 2016
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